
Step back in time to 1994, the 35th Anniver-
sary of Mattel’s bestselling doll Barbie. Join 
Storyteller Lynn Rymarz as she portrays Ruth 
Handler, the creator of Barbie. Hear not only 
the beginnings of Barbie, from inspiration to 
creation, but discover Ruth’s beginnings, the 
last of ten children born to Polish Jewish par-
ents. Lynn will share about Ruth’s growing up 
in Denver, marrying, and moving to California 
where she and her husband founded the 
toy company Mattel. The rest as they say is 
history, however there is more to Ruth’s story 
than Barbie. Lynn will share Ruth’s autobiog-
raphy, a vintage Barbie, photos, posters and 
more. Bring your own Barbie to share.

Ruth Handler: The Story 
behind Her Dream Doll 
Creation, Barbie
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About Lynn Rymarz

Lynn Rymarz has entertained audiences with 
her portrayals of historical women since 2005. 
As a children’s author and storyteller, she enjoys 
sharing little-known historical stories which have 
been published in the children’s magazines 
Cricket and Highlights. 

Her performances told in the first person have 
included Mary Lincoln, Martha Washington, 
Susan B. Anthony, Mary Surratt, Nellie Bly,  
The Unsinkable Margaret Brown, Mary Cassatt, 
Zelda Fitzgerald, Julia Child, and stories from  
the real Downton Abbey.

Facebook: Tales in History

Instagram: LynnRymarz


